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Productivity as a cornerstone

The European Plant Reproductive Material law has been created in the post-WWII and decolonisation
context. During times of food shortages, the need to increase productivity has been implemented as the
cornerstone of this legislation. However, other objectives that go beyond productivity (like suitability for
sustainable low input agriculture, or culinary, nutritional and aesthetic qualities) have emerged over the
decades but have never been sufficiently integrated to this legislation.

Increasing productivity: a real need?

By defining the need to increase productivity as the major goal of this legislation, the proposal not only fails
to solve the problems of the existing system, but also refuses to tackle the real problems of our modern
western societies such as obesity and food waste. More communication between the different Units in DG
SANCO would be useful! Regarding the global hunger problem, a massive export of seeds (another goal of
this legislation) will ruin local economies and increase dependency on humanitarian aid. This tendency will
be increased through the export of this legislation, as intended by Chapter VI of the proposal, thereby
serving the interests of the seed industry by increasing their global market shares.
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! http://66.147.244.123/~rodalein/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/FSThookletFINAL.pdf

? http://www.euro.who.int/en/what-we-do/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/obesity
? http://ec.europa.eu/health/newsletter/114/focus_newsletter_en.htm

* http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/sustainability/

> http://unctad.org/en/pages/PublicationWebflyer.aspx?publicationid=666
® https://www.msu.edu/~howardp/seedindustry.html
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